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1. Introduction and principles
The purpose of this booklet is to provide families with information about how we plan to open The Bliss Charity
School fully after the summer holidays (Thursday 3rd September). It is very important that all parents/carers read the
whole of this booklet carefully.
In trying to carry out the Government’s instructions, the health and safety of the entire Bliss community – children,
staff, parents, visitors, contractors and community members – underpins every decision that has been (and will be)
made.

2. Disclaimer
Whilst the plans outlined in this booklet are correct at the time of writing, it is possible that we will need to make
changes to our plans following further guidance from the Department for Education – the DfE’s advice is being
updated at regular intervals, which we are doing our very best to keep up with. If this is the case, amendments will
be provided ahead of the new academic year.

3. Government guidance
In our planning, we have used the following Government guidance. Parents/carers can read this to help them
understand what we are being asked to do and the framework in which decisions about the autumn term at The
Bliss Charity School have been made:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-openingschools
www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-andcolleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providersschools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-schoolsettings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/protective-measures-for-out-of-school-settings-duringthe-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-schoolsettings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-schoolsettings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontaminationin-non-healthcare-settings

These documents are being updated on a regular basis and school leaders will continue to respond to amendments
and updates as they are provided. It is also possible that the DfE will issue new guidance in addition to the resources
listed above. If this is the case, we will use this guidance to shape our plans too.

4. Risk assessment
Our risk assessment for full opening adheres to all of the DfE’s requirements published to date – this has been
written in consultation with staff and reviewed by members of the Governing Body.
For transparency, a copy of our risk assessment has been uploaded to our school website – please visit:
www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php/parents/full-re-opening-september-2020. However, it must be recognised that –
whilst this is a very detailed and comprehensive document – our risk assessment is ‘on-going’ and operational
changes will made before (and after) opening to all pupils on Thursday 3rd September so that it reflects the best
possible practice in education settings. It is anticipated that any changes to our risk assessment from now on will
affect the finer details of the plan rather than the broad, strategic structure.
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5. Message from the Department for Education
‘The prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased, our NHS Test and Trace system is up and running, and we
are clear about the measures that need to be in place to create safer environments within schools.
Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time out of school is detrimental for
children’s cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both
current levels of learning and children’s future ability to learn, and therefore we need to ensure all pupils can return
to school sooner rather than later.
The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and there are
negative health impacts of being out of school. We know that school is a vital point of contact for public health and
safeguarding services that are critical to the wellbeing of children and families.
[…] Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to school.
For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in school far outweigh the very low risk from coronavirus
(COVID-19).
In welcoming all children back this autumn, schools will be asked to minimise the number of contacts that a pupil has
during the school day as part of implementing the system of controls […] to reduce the risk of transmission.’1

6. Safety measures
In welcoming all children back this autumn, we will minimise the number of contacts that a pupil has during the
school day as part of implementing the system of controls.
The system of controls – endorsed by Public Health England (PHE) – build on the hierarchy of protective measures
that have been in use throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
Essential measures include:






a requirement that people who are ill stay at home
robust hand and respiratory hygiene
enhanced cleaning arrangements
active engagement with NHS Test and Trace
reducing the number of contacts and maximising the distancing between those in school wherever possible to
minimise the potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable

Our risk assessment provides specific details of how we will implement these protection and control measures –
please visit: www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php/parents/full-re-opening-september-2020.

7. Arrangements for September
‘Schools must do everything possible to minimise contacts and mixing while delivering a broad and balanced
curriculum.’2
7.1 Class ‘bubbles’
The risk of transmission is limited by reducing the number of pupils and staff in contact with each other. Therefore,
the children at Bliss will be taught in class-sized ‘bubbles’ for the autumn term (or longer, depending on Government
guidance later in the year) and Bliss staff will only teach the children in the class to which they have been assigned.

1

See ‘Welcoming children back to school’ in the introduction of Guidance for full opening: schools (www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schoolsduring-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools).
2
See ‘Section 1: Public health advice to minimise coronavirus (COVID-19) risks’ of Guidance for full opening: schools
(www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools).
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Once at school, staggered break times and lunch times will also be in operation and timetables have been set to
ensure classes do not mix throughout the day. Classrooms (and additional indoor learning spaces) will not be shared
by different ‘bubbles’.
Within the ‘bubbles’, children will be reminded to refrain from contact and maintain a safe distance between each
other and with staff, as far as possible.
To support these measures (and make them worthwhile), please minimise contacts/mixing beyond the school day
(and limit the number of different wraparound/extra-curricular providers being accessed) as far as possible – this
is for the protection of all other pupils and their families, as well as for staff and their families.
7.2 Staggered school days
While full time school hours will be provided for all classes, there will be staggered drop-offs and collections, as
advised by the DfE. This is to minimise contact between pupils and amongst parents/carers and the wider
community – this measure also enables us to timetable separate breaks effectively throughout the day.
Drop-off/collection will either be at the gate on the front playground or at the gate on the back playground.3
Children should be dropped-off/collected by only one adult, without siblings, if possible. The timings for droppingoff/collecting each class will be as follows:
Entry/exit point = The FRONT playground gate

Entry/exit point = The BACK playground gate

Class 6 (8:30 am – 2:50 pm)
Class 5 (8:40 am – 3:00 pm)
Class 4 (8:50 am – 3:10 pm)
Class R (9:00 am – 3:20 pm)

Class 3 (8:30 am – 2:50 pm)
Class 2 (8:40 am – 3:00 pm)
Class 1 (8:50 am – 3:10 pm)

Children must arrive on time in order for the social distancing timetable to work. Children can arrive up to five
minutes before their allocated start time, but no earlier, and they cannot be late. On arrival, pupils will need to
come through their allocated gate without an adult and join their class line ready to go in. On entry to the school
building, children and adults will be required to use hand sanitiser before making their way to their classroom where
they will then wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds. Pupils will only be allowed into the school building early
if it is raining heavily – therefore, please ensure your child is dressed suitably for the weather conditions.
At the end of the school day, pupils will exit the building and assemble on the front/back playground ready to be
dismissed to their parent/carer – adults must not enter through the gates at collection times.
The layout and situation of our premises does not easily allow for socially distanced arrival/collection arrangements
at the beginning/end of the day. Therefore, parents/carers are asked to be considerate of each other and members
of the wider community, observing the need to remain 1m – 2m away from others wherever possible. All
pavements surrounding the school should only be accessed immediately before the allocated drop-of/collection
times and care should be taken not to block the pathways or impede others. There is a lot of space on and around
the village green for parents/carers to make use of if they need to wait or to meet up with others.
Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 can walk to/from school with permission from their parents/carers – please advise the
school office (office@bliss.northants.sch.uk) of this arrangement so children are released on time.
Members of staff – usually Mrs. Howard and Mrs Adey – will be available at drop-off/collection times to take any
messages that need to be passed to the teaching staff. Messages/updates for teaching staff can also be left on the
answerphone or emailed to the office.

3

Arrival/collection on the back playground will not be possible because this area will be split into separate zones to enable the class ‘bubbles’ to use separate
areas of the playground for their break times.
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7.3 Access and communication
Access to the school premises for all visitors is by permission only – parents/carers, members of the community,
external education professionals and contractors must contact the school office (office@bliss.northants.sch.uk or
01327 340758) before seeking access to the school site.
In the first instance, parents/carers should direct any enquiries to office@bliss.northants.sch.uk or 01327 340758 –
this will ensure that the right member of staff receives the information. Responses will be via telephone or email,
rather than face-to-face meetings.
Whilst access to our premises remains limited for the autumn term, teachers’ email addresses will still be available
for parents/carers to contact them directly. However, teachers are not always the best person to deal with all
enquiries so it is advisable to go through the school office first of all as this will ensure the person/people best placed
to deal with the enquiry can respond. Moreover, please note that teachers will only respond to messages within
normal office hours and outside of lesson time.
Class

Email address

Class R
Class 1
Class 2
Class 3
Class 4
Class 5
Class 6
Headteacher

S.Caller@bliss.northants.sch.uk
M.Churms@bliss.northants.sch.uk
D.Newton@bliss.northants.sch.uk
R.Colton@bliss.northants.sch.uk
C.Byrne@bliss.northants.sch.uk and/or M.Sharp@bliss.northants.sch.uk
senco@bliss.northants.sch.uk
K.Bastin@bliss.northants.sch.uk
head@bliss.northants.sch.uk

7.4 Wraparound care
In September, we will once again be working closely with Nether Heyford Pre-School to enable parents/carers to
access before-school and after-school care. Nether Heyford Pre-School are aware of The Bliss Charity School’s
staggered start/end times and will provide before/after school care that works alongside these temporary timings.
Please contact Nether Heyford Pre-School directly to arrange wraparound care (see below).
Please be aware that children will mix beyond their class ‘bubble’ at before-school and after-school club. Therefore,
if using this facility, please minimise the need for further contact/mixing as far as possible – this is for the protection
of all other pupils and their families, as well as for staff and their families.
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7.5 The curriculum
Children will have full access to a broad and balanced curriculum from Thursday 3rd September, just like they would
under normal circumstances. This includes educational trips – staff will plan these opportunities in collaboration with
the venue and our third-party risk assessment company to ensure the children are kept within their ‘bubble’ and
COVID-secure measures are in place on transport and at the destination.
As well as access to a broad and balanced curriculum, every ‘bubble’ has at least two adults in the classroom every
day to help pupils catch up on missed education. Moreover, as well as small group interventions in the core subjects,
the additional support in every classroom means that adults will be available to promote wellbeing and wider
development, as well as providing pastoral support to meet any social, emotional and mental health needs children
may present.
Small adaptations to the classrooms will be made to support distancing where possible.
It will be possible to accommodate peripatetic music teaching on site from September, although (at the time of
writing) the timetable for tuition has not been agreed – more information to follow soon.
Although disappointing, some whole-school activities and events might not be possible in the autumn term this year.
Where possible, alternative versions will be explored.
7.6 Extra-curricular opportunities
Unfortunately, it is not possible to offer the very wide range of extra-curricular club opportunities that are usually
available at The Bliss Charity School immediately in September. Staggered start/finish times, subject specific
guidance for PE and music, and re-purposing the hall and the back playground – as well as the need to minimise
contacts and mixing as far as possible – means that clubs will return gradually, when it is safe and viable to do so.
7.7 Behaviour
School staff will help children adapt to the protection and control measures in place at school, teaching them the
importance of regular cleaning, good hand and respiratory hygiene, and distancing – please see section 7.12 for
pupils’ responsibilities. Please be aware that if any child wilfully and repeatedly disobeys the protection and control
measures put in place to keep them – and others – safe, parents/carers may be asked to collect their child from
school.
7.8 What to wear to school and what to bring to school


7.8.1 Uniform and PE kit
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When children return in September, they will need to wear FULL school uniform.

Children in Classes 1/2/3/4/5/6 should wear their PE kit to school on their allocated PE day from Monday 7 th
September. Class R should wear their PE kit to school on their allocated PE day from Monday 21 st September.
Please be aware that children may be asked to wear their PE kit to school instead of their uniform on a Friday if their
PE lesson is cancelled on their allocated day – if this is the case, parents/carers will be emailed by the school office.
PE Days
Class R = Monday
Class 1 = Tuesday
Class 2 = Tuesday
Class 3 = Wednesday
Class 4 = Wednesday
Class 5 = Thursday
Class 6 = Thursday
For PE, children need to wear the following kit:

Please visit www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php/school/school-uniform for a copy of our uniform policy.
School uniform and PE kit can be ordered through the school office (office@bliss.northants.sch.uk) or directly from
our supplier (www.brigade.uk.com) – please note that online orders must be placed by Friday 7th August to
guarantee delivery before September.
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Uniforms/PE kits do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, or in any different way to normal, due to
coronavirus (COVID-19).
 7.8.2 Bags
Only essential items should be brought to school:








Trainers for break times (optional) – these must be brought to school and not worn instead of shoes
Packed lunch (optional)
Bottled drink of water
Healthy break time snack
Book bag, reading book and reading record
Hat, coat, scarf and gloves (according to the weather)
Any other item(s) as specifically directed by class teachers (e.g. wellies on an outdoor classroom day, for
instance)

Pupils are limited to one bag each. Children should not bring personal possessions (including their own toys/games)
to school.
If children have not returned the reading books that they took home in March prior to the school closure, these
should be deposited in one of the blue collection boxes at the front gate or back gate when they arrive on either
Thursday 3rd September or Friday 4th September. Please deposit books in a tied, named, plastic bag.


7.8.3 Face coverings

‘Public Health England does not (based on current evidence) recommend the use of face coverings in schools. This
evidence will be kept under review. They are not required in schools as pupils and staff are mixing in consistent
groups, and because misuse may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission. There may also be negative effects
on communication and thus education.’4
In line with DfE requirements, if a pupil wears a face covering to school, they must be able to remove it
independently. If the face covering is to be reused and remain on the school premises during the day, it must be
sealed within a plastic bag and stored in the pupil’s own school bag until the end of the day.
7.9 School meals

4

See ‘Section 1: Public health advice to minimise coronavirus (COVID-19) risks’ of Guidance for full opening: schools
(www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools).
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When we open in September, SchoolGrid will be up and running as usual for parents/carers to order meals provided
by Dolce. If parents/carers require assistance, they should contact the school office (office@bliss.northants.sch.uk
or 01327 340758).
7.10 Attendance
‘School and college attendance will again be mandatory from the beginning of the new academic year. For parents
and carers of children of compulsory school age, this means that the legal duty on you as a parent to send your child
to school regularly will apply.’5
This means that The Bliss Charity School will fulfil its statutory responsibility to record attendance and follow up on
absence in line with the local authority’s procedures which includes the availability to issue sanctions, such as fixed
penalty notices.
If parents/carers have concerns about their children returning to school, they should, in the first instance, visit
www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php/parents/full-re-opening-september-2020 to see full details of how The Bliss
Charity School will implement all of the DfE’s protection and control measures. In addition, a telephone
conversation with a member of the school’s Senior Leadership Team (SLT) can be arranged to discuss concerns and
provide reassurances regarding the system of controls that will be in operation.
Members of the SLT can share their experiences of partial opening:



Between Monday 23rd March and Friday 31st May, The Bliss Charity School was open every week day for the
children of key workers and vulnerable pupils and a system of control was put in place effectively to keep
these children (and staff) safe, as well as providing valuable and enjoyable learning experiences.
From Monday 1st June, three year groups (Reception, Year 1 and Year 6) were welcomed back into school
alongside the children of key workers and vulnerable pupils – this process was managed safely and carefully,
and all the feedback from pupils, parents and staff regarding the phased re-opening has been
overwhelmingly positive.

Where children are not able to attend school due to clinical and/or public health advice, absence will not be
penalised.
Many families will want to take a holiday over the summer holiday period (Saturday 18th July – Wednesday 2nd
September), which may involve travelling abroad. As ever, parents should plan their holidays within school holidays
and avoid seeking permission to take their children out of school during term time.
7.11 Parents’/carers’ responsibilities
We all have a role to play in making the full opening of schools go smoothly. School staff request the support and
understanding of parents/carers in order to successfully manage what the Government has asked. We ask
parents/carers to …








Monitor your child’s health (and the health of the whole household), looking out for symptoms of
coronavirus, e.g. a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal
sense of taste or smell (anosmia).
Follow Government guidance if anyone in the family home develops coronavirus symptoms – visit
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-forhouseholds-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection.
Collect your child from school as soon as possible if you are informed they are unwell.
Ensure your child is dropped off and collected punctually – according to their new start and finish times – at
the beginning and end of the day.
Engage with NHS Test and Trace is required.

5

See www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronaviruscovid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term#what-else-you-need-to-know
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Minimise contacts/mixing beyond the school day (and limit the number of different wraparound/extracurricular providers being accessed) as far as possible – this is for the protection of all other pupils and their
families, as well as for staff and their families.
Reinforce the importance of good hand and respiratory hygiene at home and in advance of the school day.
Help your child recognise a safe social distance.
Help your child understand the changes to their school day, e.g. starting/finishing the school day earlier/later
than others and only being able to socialise with children in their class ‘bubble’ at break times.
Seek advance permission before entering the premises.
Access and engage with the remote education provided by the school if your child has to remain at home
following clinical and/or public health advice.

7.12 Pupils’ responsibilities
We all have a role to play in making the full opening of schools go smoothly. School staff request the support and
understanding of pupils in order to successfully manage what the Government has asked. We ask pupils to …








Tell an adult if they feel poorly.
Get up and get ready for school when they are asked – school start times are earlier for some pupils.
Wash their hands for 20 seconds with soap and water – or use hand sanitiser – when they are asked to.
Use a tissue for coughs and sneezes and make sure they put their tissue in a lidded bin.
Try to stay a safe distance from their classmates/staff and avoid physical contact, as far as possible.
Follow the new rules in their classroom.
Be open-minded and positive about returning to school in September.

Please share the letter to pupils at the end of this booklet (section 11) with your child if you feel it would be useful.

8. Remote education
Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health advice, The
Bliss Charity School will provide access to remote education – more information about the content and format of
remote education will be provided in the new academic year if/when it is needed.

9. New starters – Class Reception
Please visit www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php/parents/new-starters-september-2020 for transition information
and resources about starting school in September.
N.B. Some of the timings for our new starters are a little different from those published on Tuesday 19th May.
Please see below:


Week 1
-



Thursday 3rd September = Group A in the morning (9:00 am – 11:00 am) and Group B in the afternoon
(1:00 – 3:20).
Friday 4th September = Group B in the morning (9:00 am – 11:00 am) and Group A in the afternoon (1:00
– 3:20).
Nether Heyford Pre-School are not open on these days so no wraparound care is available.

Week 2 and 3
-

Weeks commencing Monday 7th September (Week 2) and Monday 14th September (Week 3).
Children attend either for the full morning or full afternoon session in alternate weeks.
For the full morning sessions (9:00 am until 12:00 midday), children will stay for a hot meal or packed
lunch. They will stay until 12:00 midday and then go home.
Afternoon sessions will be 12:30 pm until 3:20 pm
Week 2 = Group A in the morning and Group B in the afternoon.
Week 3 = Group B in the morning and Group A in the afternoon.
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Nether Heyford Pre-School are aware of these timings and can provide wraparound care before/after
these sessions – please contact them directly to make use of this facility (see section 7.4).

Week 4
-

Week commencing Monday 21st September.
Children attend school full time (9:00 am – 3:20 pm).

Please refer to section 7.2 for drop-off and collection procedures – Class Reception will enter/exit the school via the
front playground gate.

10. Further information
Our plans for full opening are (at the time of writing) fully compliant with the latest DfE requirements – it is very
important that all parents/carers read the whole of this booklet carefully.
Should further information be required, please refer to the DfE materials in section 3, as these documents provide
the framework in which decisions about the autumn term at Bliss have been made. In particular, it is advisable to
read www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schoolsand-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-yearsproviders-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
For transparency, a copy of our risk assessment has been uploaded to our school website – please visit:
www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php/parents/full-re-opening-september-2020.

11. What next?


Unlike Easter and the May half-term break, The Bliss Charity School will be fully closed over the summer
holidays. Teachers – including senior leaders – will not be available over this period so please direct any
urgent queries to office@bliss.northants.sch.uk. If there are any questions that are not answered in this
booklet, staff will be back in school on Tuesday 1st September and they can be dealt with then.



Although The Bliss Charity School is closed over the summer holidays, a range of materials have been
provided on the school website to support children beyond term-time. As well as resources to aid children’s
transition into their new class and guidance on what pupils could practise to achieve the targets set on their
school reports, the summer holiday webpage features a range of challenges and tasks that children could
choose to do over July and August, including a Summer Holiday Activity Pack, the Summer Reading Challenge
and a Virtual Read Aloud! Please visit: www.bliss.northants.sch.uk/index.php/pupils/summer-holidays-2020



School leaders will continue to respond to updates from the DfE to adapt and refine planning and risk
assessments to ensure The Bliss Charity School is ready to open fully on Thursday 3rd September. If any
important amendments need to take place, these will be shared with parents/carers ahead of the new
academic year.

Signature: ………………………………………………….. (Chair of Governors)
Print Name: Mrs. K. Teago

Date: 16/07/20

Signature: ………………………………………………….. (Vice Chair of Governors)
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Print Name: Mrs. S. Hornagold-Prosser

Date: 16/07/20

Signature: ………………………………………………….. (Headteacher)
Print Name: Mr. S. Carter

Date: 16/07/20
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12. Letter to pupils
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