


Welcome back! I hope you have had a super summer break. I am very excited about the start of new school year and looking 
forward to working with both you and your child this year. 

If you have any questions after reading through this presentation, please either ring the school office, who will arrange a time 
for me to call you back, or email me on: C.Byrne@bliss.northants.sch.uk.

Many thanks, 

Mrs Byrne J



Class 3 curriculum
At The Bliss Charity School we believe that children learn best when lessons are fun, enjoyable and relevant.  Our creative, 
topic-driven curriculum aims to deliver the national curriculum in an engaging, cross-curricular way, giving our pupils a 
broad and balanced range of enriching learning experiences as they progress through the school.  

Our curriculum is topic-based, with subject-specific content and objectives from the national curriculum threaded together 
into termly topics.  While there is some discrete subject-based teaching, most learning is linked together through the topics 
for each term.  



Timetable 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:55 ς9:00 Registration Registration Registration Registration Registration

9:00-9:15 Singing Assembly Whole School Assembly French (9:00-9:40) Guided Reading Guided Reading 

9:15-10:30 Times Tables

Maths 

Times Tables 

Maths 

Maths Maths Times Tables Test 

Spellings Test 

Maths 

10:45-12:00 Phonics

Literacy 

Kinetic Letters 

Literacy 

Phonics 

Literacy 

Kinetics Letters

Literacy 

Read, Write, Inc.

Literacy 

1:15- 2:15 Topic PE Computing Indoor PE Music

2:15-3.10

3:15 - Home time

Topic Science RE Art PSHE 



Staffing

Mrs Byrne ςClass Teacher

Mrs East ςTeaching Assistant



Classroom routines

ÅChildren will continue to wash their hands and sanitise at 
regular times throughout the day. 

ÅChildren will be given the opportunity to eat a healthy snack 
after break time each day (however they now need to bring 
their own fresh fruit or veg) ςplease check our healthy 
eating guidance to see what is permitted. 

ÅWe do advise that children bring water into school in their 
refillable bottles rather than squash drinks. 

Å Children will be able to change their books regularly ςbook 
bands will be re-assessed and assigned in the first couple of 
weeks. 

ÅThere is no longer a scheduled afternoon break.



Communication

Ways to contact Class 3: 

ÅPop along to the classroom at the end of the day. 
ÅPhone the office and they will arrange a time for me to call 

you back. 
ÅEmail ςC.Byrne@bliss.northants.sch.uk - please note that a 

response will not be immediate. I do not always get to check 
my emails until after the school day has finished. 





3 of the same metacognition attitudes or skills = A sticker on their certificate!



Homework

Every Friday (starting from the 10th Sep), the children will be have a times 
tables test and a spellings test. 

Please see the following slides for more information about these. 

My Maths homework will be due every Friday.

Reading Records will be due in every Tuesday and it expected that there will 
be at least 5 home reading sessions signed by an adult each week.

We would also like to give the children the opportunity to share any topic 
based home learning or individual achievement every Friday (but this will 
not normally be set in a formal way).



Times Tables
All children will bring home the same times tables facts to learn for a  times tables test 
every Friday. This is so that every child continues to recall all previous times tables facts at 
speed. The facts will typically be sent out on a termly grid in the following order: 

Week 1: First 6 facts from a new set of tables (in order)

Week 2: Final 6 facts from the same set + first 6 from previous week  (in order)

Week 3: Practise all times tables as previous two weeks but mixed up (out of order)

Week 4: First 6 facts from the nextset of tables (in order) 

Week 5: Final 6 facts from the same set + first 6 from previous week (in order)

Week 6: Practise all times tables as previous two weeks but mixed up (out of order) 

If your child has already achieved their times tables reward card sticker for times tables beyond those on the 
class sheet, there are suggestions for how they can use their times tables to solve divisions and trickier 
multiplications. 
We will also continue to assess children individually depending on where they are on their times tables 
reward card. This way they still be able to achieve their stickers for learning times tables beyond the class set 
sent home every week. 

Please note: The first term is slightly different to the above order due to this being a recap of learning from Year 2. 



Spellings

Every Friday, a list of 10 words will be sent home for children to practise. 

Eight of the words on this list have the same spelling pattern focus (e.g. adding prefixes) and this same 
focus will cover 2 weeks. The words on the list will also be practised in class during our Read Write Inc. 
sessions. 

The final 2 words in each list (in bold) are words taken from the Year 3 and 4 Common Exception Word list 
όǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜύΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊƛŎƪƛŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǇŜƭǘ ƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇƘƻƴƛŎǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 
focus on 2 Common Exception Words each week, which will be displayed on our spelling board in class. 

Sometimes there will be a separate focus like the homophone recap in week 1 (week beginning 6/9/21). 
This may mean that there are no Common Exception words to learn this week. 

Children will be tested on their spellings every Friday and their scores will go home on a slip of paper 
(along with times tables scores) on the same day. 

Please be aware that sometimes your child may need to practise a word from an earlier list/year group 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǇǇŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŎŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƳŜΦ 

Please note: Some groups may bring home a different list of spellings based on ongoing individual/group 
assessments in class.  



ÅEvery child has received a new reading record. By Year 3, 
children should be responsible for filling this in themselves.

ÅReading records contain lots of information pages for pupils 
and parents/carers, including: 

Å A guide to reading with your child

Å Questions to ask your child when reading together

Å Vocabulary building 

Å Reading rewards

Å Behaviour and anti-bullying guidance

Å Metacognition and house points

Å School uniform

Å Multiplication tables

Å Kinetic letters

Å Packed lunch guidance

ÅIn Class 3, reading records will be checked every Tuesday. 
Children reading 5 times a week or more will move around our 
reading achievement board.  

ÅPlease ensure your child looks after their reading record. A 
replacement reading record will cost £3.00.  

Reading Records



ÅChildren should read independently 
and/or to an adult for at least 15 
minutes per day. It is really beneficial 
for children to still read aloud to 
someone regularly, irrelevant of their 
book band. 

ÅChildren should be encouraged to fill 
out their own reading record and 
take ownership of it. Reading records 
will be taken in and checked on a 
Tuesday.

ÅChildren need to read five times or 
more each week.  When they achieve 
this over 10 weeks, they will receive 
a bronze sticker; over 20 weeks, a 
silver sticker; over 30 weeks, a gold 
sticker; and over 40 weeks, an 
individual prize.

Reading at home



Literacy ςReading at home
ÅReading can be best supported by encouraging lots of reading at home both 

independently and shared with siblings/ yourselves. 

ÅResearch has shown that becoming a reader has little to do with reading difficult books 
and everything to do with the amount of reading a child does.

ÅReading is hard but stories are still appealing. Share the reading, so children only have 
to do half the work. If the reading is too hard but the story is too good, just read it to 
your child. Listening to things being read encourages children to read well.

ÅChildren are never too old to be read to! Reading to/with your child may allow them to 
access texts which they cannot access by themselves yet. These make great talking 
points and help them to develop a love for reading which they may not develop 
otherwise.

ÅThe expectation in Class 3 is that children are involved in reading for at least fifteen 
minutes at home five times a week (every day if possible!).



ÅWe have kept the reading rewards the same this year 
and look forward to seeing them through to the end this 
time. Children will receive special stickers for 10, 20 and 
30 weeks to stick into the back page of their records! 

Reading Records



Having a wide vocabulary is an expectation of the National Curriculum for both reading and writing. 

It is really important that children begin to build their vocabulary from a young age.

When reading with your child, encourage them to spot new words ςwhen you/they reach the end of a sentence or paragraph, ask 
them about interesting words:

Encourage them to make a good guess by reading the sentence again ςwhat might the word mean if it is being used in that way?

If they are not sure, you can explain or look together in a dictionary/ using a dictionary app.

Then why not see if you/ they can use the new word over the next few days? 

Build a love of words and language together J

Do you know what that means? 
What do you think it might mean?
What do you think the word might mean in that sentence? 

Vocabulary building



Behaviour and anti-bullying 
Pupil conduct and behaviour at The Bliss Charity School is very good and the children all get 
along really well with each other the vast majority of the time.  

However, there will be occasions 
ǿƘŜƴ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ΨŦŀƭƭ ƻǳǘΩ ŀƴŘ 
someone becomes upset.  

When this happens, it is 
important for both children and 
parents/carers to respond in the 
correct way so that any issues 
are resolved as quickly as 
possible. Please encourage 
children to talk to someone at 
school so their issue can be 
resolved as quickly as possible. 



Handwriting

At The Bliss Charity School, we use the Kinetic 
Letters handwriting scheme. 

Kinetic Letters is a holistic approach to handwriting: 
it combines physical, body-strengthening exercises 
and motor skills preparation with dynamic 
movements for learning letter shapes and sensory 
experiences for memory and recall.  

In Year 3, children will be consolidating basic letter 
formation and sizing then moving on to joining when 
they are ready.


