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Hello everybody, 
 

September seems to have flown by in the blink of an eye ς L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΗ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ 
month it has been!  The children returned full of enthusiasm, and their 
fantastic attitude towards school and learning shows no sign of letting 
up! I have been so impressed by how the pupils have adapted to the 
new routines that are in place. They have embraced the changes to 
start/end times and separate breaks/lunches ς as well as lots of 
handwashing/sanitising ς with the usual positivity and optimism that 
makes working with children such a pleasure. Please see the class 
articles on pages 4-5 of this newsletter to read about some of the 
highlights from our class topics over last four weeks!   
 
Of course, a lot of unseen hard work is going on behind the scenes to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ΨōǳōōƭŜΩ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƻǊƪǎ effectively.  
YesterdayΩs news regarding the Class Reception ΨbubbleΩ demonstrates 
exactly why this is so necessary! Adherence to the Government 
guidelines places additional pressures on staff and I would like to thank 
them for making the new rules work and for keeping things as normal 
as possible for the children.  Finding the time and the space to teach a 
full curriculum whilst following the rules has been the hardest part of 
the reopening.  However, with some creative thinking and flexibility, 
our communal spaces have been allocated to specific classes which 
means all the ΨōǳōōƭŜǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜs that 
do not have to be shared with others. Unfortunately for me, my office 
was sacrificed in this process but I am enjoying the view across the 
playground from my new desk at the end of the corridor! 
 
I would also like to thank parents/carers for the faith they have shown 
in the school and for their help in making the changes work.  In 
particular, I would like to thank the parents/carers in Class Reception 
for their swift and supportive response yesterday. The staggered 
start/end times and the split drop-off/collection points have worked 
well and we have not faced some of the congestion issues that have 
affected other schools.  Whilst I fully understand these measures are 
not the most convenient, it is likely they will be with us for some time 
to come and they are an import part of making sure all our children 
can continue to attend our school safely.     
 

Mr. Carter 
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Class 6 

Class 4 
 Class 4 have made a super start to the year and their new topic ΨLƴŘƛŀΩ! They have enjoyed visiting 
the outdoor classroom for our storytelling activities and have listened to lots of traditional tales from 
India. They are now using these stories as inspiration for writing their own fables. In geography 
lessons, pupils have used their map skills to locate India on a map of the world and understand its 
location in relation to surrounding countries and oceans. Next, they will look at the human and 
physical geographical features of this fascinating country. The class have had lots of fun creating 
Indian elephants using pastels and collage techniques. They also enjoyed learning about peacocks 
and their significance in India before creating some lovely observational drawings of peacock 
feathers. Class 4 are now looking forward to retelling their stories using green screen software and 
taking part in some Indian dancing and cooking before the end of the term!   

 

 

 

 

Class 5  
 

Term 1 Topics 

Class 6 have had a great start to Term 1! Their ƴŜǿ ǘƻǇƛŎ ΨIŜŀƭǘƘȅ .ƻŘȅΤ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ aƛƴŘΩ Ƙŀǎ 
been an ideal starting point for many subjects: in English, there has been participation in 
many drama activities, brinƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōƻƻƪ Ψ¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΩ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΤ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
circulatory system have been studied in science, as well as factors that can affect our health ς 
both positively and negatively; food diaries have been evaluated; persuasive leaflets on 
healthy eating are underway; food packets have been analysed; fantastic models of the heart 
have been created from clay and plasticine in DT; and fruit and vegetables have been painted 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ hΩYŜŜŦŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ΨƳƛƴŘŦǳƭΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ too, such as 
creating personal mandalas, sketching in the outdoor garden, reading and reciting poetry, 
creating ephemeral art pieces and some gardening! 
 
 

 

Class 3 have really been enjoying their Ψ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀΩ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
learning all about thŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ we can do to protect them. In 
literacy, they have been producing some excellent pieces of writing based 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ Ψ5ƻƭǇƘƛƴ .ƻȅΩ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aƻǊǇǳǊƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
been enjoying the sea life theme in guided reading, art and computing. 
All of Class 3 have been fin-tastic since coming back!  
 

¢ƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨDǊŜŀǘ hǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΩ ǘƻǇƛc, Class 5 first read maps of Nether Heyford to 
identify human and physical geographical features. They then created their own 
bingo board of features to tick off as they circumnavigated the village on foot. Whilst 
on their journey, they also spotted wildlife (including a majestic heron) and 
compared the canal with the river. Children have also been looking at the geography 
of the British Isles and are now moving on to world geography. They will be 
researching biomes, then creating art work and their own apps linked to these in the 
coming weeks. 
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Class Reception 
 
 
/ƭŀǎǎ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨŦƛǊǎǘǎΩ and the 
children have already done so much in a short 
period of time! Staying for lunch, running off some 
energy in PE and engaging with so many learning 
opportunities in the classroom are just a few of their 
new experiences. The environment that they all 
seem to have really enjoyed so far is the outdoors! 
The children have loved creating mixtures in the 
mud kitchen, exploring the outdoor classroom, using 
the village green for PE and investigating the local 
playing fields and allotments. We are very lucky to 
have so many amazing outdoor spaces for the 
children to learn in! It has been so lovely to see 
many new and developing friendships amongst the 
children too that I am sure will last through their 
time at Bliss and beyond.  
 
 
 

 

Class 2 
Class 2 had a fantastic start to their 'Dungeons and Dragons' 
topic by designing and creating shields and armour ready for 
their very own medieval battle! They have also had the 
opportunity to construct a dragon costume and write a 
dragon book which has been placed in the library for all to 
read. During topic lessons, the children have been learning 
about the features of a castle and they have been 
investigating materials that could be used to create a 
drawbridge. In literacy, the class have been surprised by the 
arrival of a new class pet ς Roary the Dragon. The children 
have been helping to teach him to fly by writing instructions 
and they have been motivating him by using exclamation 
sentences. 
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Class 1 
Class 1 have had an amazing start to the year! Our topic this 
term όΨ{ŎŀǊŜŎǊƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ {ƪŜƭŜǘƻƴǎΩύ led to making two 
resident scarecrows ς Harry and Betty. Through this, the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ŀ ǎŎŀǊŜŎǊƻǿΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ōƻŘȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 
write wedding invitations, design scarecrow hats and 
outfits, and build church structures. TƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
scarecrow face art was very impressive too, created by 
printing fruits and vegetables! In maths, the children have 
been focusing on place value, including counting, sorting 
objects, talking about more/less and comparing numbers. 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ΨCǳƴƴȅōƻƴŜǎΩ ƴŜȄǘΣ 
where we will look more closely at the bones of the body 
and retelling stories.  
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