
New School Year

2023-24





Staffing
• Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

Mrs Byrne and Mrs East (Tues/Weds)

• Thursday and Friday

Mrs Sharp with Mrs East 

 

Mrs Byrne Mrs Sharp Mrs East 



Class 4 Curriculum
At The Bliss Charity School, we believe that children learn best when lessons are fun, enjoyable 
and relevant. 

Our creative, topic-driven curriculum is carefully planned to ensure knowledge and skills are 
built on in a sequential way and will deepen pupils understanding as they progress through the 
school. 

Our curriculum is topic-based, with subject-specific content and objectives from the national 
curriculum threaded together into termly topics.  While there is some discrete subject-based 
teaching, most learning is linked together through the topics for each term.  



Linked Learning  

English – The Wind in the 
Willows used as stimulus text 

for descriptive writing.
 - Explanation text of the water 

cycle.    

Wonderful 
Water 

Geography – Investigating 
rivers and the water cycle

Art  – Still life river/sea 
drawings.   

Science – States of matter and 
the water cycle   



A typical week…



Expectations in Year 4 

• Fostering Independence  (e.g. handing in reading journals,  making 
sure correct P.E. kit is worn and completing homework etc.) 

• Creating resilient learners – classroom ethos enables pupils to feel 
safe in their learning and understand that making mistakes is okay! 

• Following our class rules at all times. 

• Speaking to an adult to resolve issues straight away.  



Reading
• Guided reading sessions 3 times each week – focus on developing fluency, 

expression and comprehension skills. 

• Encouraging pupils to be reading detectives (e.g. etymology and morphology) 

A mixture of genres will be studied over the year.

• Continue to read with your child and also read to your child. 

• Discuss new vocabulary together (model, child to repeat and discuss)

• Encourage your child to read widely 

 



Parent advice booklet



• Every child has received a new reading record. 

• The reading records contain lots of information pages for 
pupils and parents/carers, including: 

• A guide to reading with your child

• Questions to ask your child when reading together

• Vocabulary building 

• Reading rewards

• Behaviour and anti-bullying guidance

• Metacognition and house points

• School uniform

• Multiplication tables

• Kinetic letters

• Packed lunch guidance

• Please ensure your child looks after their reading record and it 
comes with them to school every day.  Records will be checked 
on a Monday or Tuesday.

• A replacement reading record will cost £3.00.  

Reading Records



• Children should read independently 
at least 5 times a week.

• Listen to your child read aloud – this 
is still really important. 

• Children should be encouraged to fill 
out their own reading record and 
take ownership of it. 

Reading at home



• The reading rewards have stayed the same this year and 
we look forward to being able to presenting the extra-
special end of year awards this year! Children will 
receive certificates for 10, 20 and 30 weeks, the last 
page of the record is for the children to stick special 
bronze, silver and gold stickers! 





Writing

• Cross-curricular topics are used to engage pupils in writing

• We encourage lots of independent writing. 

• Every time children write, they will follow the process of: 

Plan → Draft → Edit & Improve 

• Writing skills will be developed across the curriculum. 

• See glossary of SPAG terms for Year 4 sheet. 











Having a wide vocabulary is an expectation of the National Curriculum for both reading and writing.

 

It is really important that children begin to build their vocabulary from a young age.

Encourage them to make a good guess by reading the sentence again – what might the word mean if it is 
being used in that way?

If they are not sure, you can explain or look together in a dictionary/ using a dictionary app.

Then why not see if you/ they can use the new word over the next few days? 

Do you know what that means? 
What do you think it might mean?
What do you think the word might mean in that sentence? 

Vocabulary building



Spellings 
• Read, Write, Inc. spelling programme. 

• Please see your termly spelling grid to see which 
spellings we will focus on each week. 

• Spelling test on Friday every fortnight.

• Common exception words (see separate list). 



Handwriting

We use the Kinetic Letters handwriting scheme. 

Kinetic Letters is a holistic approach to handwriting: 
it combines physical, body-strengthening exercises 
and motor skills preparation with dynamic 
movements for learning letter shapes and sensory 
experiences for memory and recall.  

Children will practise joining their letters once they 
are confident with all letter formations. 



Mathematics



Mathematics
• In class 4 we continue to follow the White Rose maths programme. This will build on the skills and 

knowledge from last year and introduce some new concepts and aims to give all children the 
opportunity to achieve mastery in maths.



Times Tables



Homework
• In class 4 we very much believe that homework should be ‘meaningful’ and 

‘manageable’.

• Reading – Please read everyday!

• Times tables will continue to be tested daily using the new TT Rock Stars, 
alongside arithmetic skills. Please practise x tables and the related division facts at 
home. These should be automatic! You can access the TT Rock Stars site at home 
and, once children are up and running, we will provide a copy of their log ins.

• Spellings – You should already have received a termly spelling grid. The grid is split 
into weekly spelling lists. For most children, there will be a spelling test every TWO 
WEEKS on a mixture of ten words from across the two weeks. 

• Other homework will always be set on a Friday and due in by Wednesday at the 
latest. This will predominantly be a Learning Log task and is usually shared in class.



Walk-in Wednesday 

• Once every term, parents will be invited into class to spend some time with 
your child. The first one is this Wednesday 12th September. 

• This will run from 8.45-9.05am.

• It is an opportunity to do one or more of the following activities:
-  enjoy sharing work 
- work together on short topic related task
-  playing a game together (e.g. times tables)
-  read a book or text based on your child’s learning

- Lessons will start straight after so we will need to keep to the timings above. 



Attendance
Children with high attendance 
achieve more. This is because they 
can build on their learning 
progressively.  

Whilst children do sometimes have 
to be off of school because of 
illness, please do not book holidays 
during term-time. Holidays will not 
be authorised. 



• “Thinking about thinking” – developing children’s skills 
and attitudes as learners so they can problem solve, be 
independent and feel equipped to tackle challenges.

• Encouraging them to take responsibility for their own 
learning and to become more self-motivated as a 
result.

• Children will be awarded a token when they display a 
skill or attitude in the classroom, in their work or 
around the school/ on the playground.

• 3 tokens awarded for one skill/attitude = sticker on 
certificate and celebrated in assembly. 

Metacognition



House points
• 1 will be given when you show 

respect of:

• Yourself 

• Each other

• Our School 

• Our community 

• The World 

• A trophy is awarded to the winning 
house each term with a chance to 
win the house shield at the end of 
the year! 



Communication

Email –c.byrne@bliss.northants.sch.uk 
m.sharp@bliss.northants.sch.uk 

We will check e-mails during the day and respond as soon as possible. 

It is really important that you send 

mailto:–m.sharp@bliss.northants.sch.uk
mailto:c.byrne@bliss.northants.sch.uk
mailto:–m.sharp@bliss.northants.sch.uk
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