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Class 3 curriculum
At The Bliss Charity School we believe that children learn best when lessons are fun, enjoyable and relevant.  Our creative, 
topic-driven curriculum aims to deliver the national curriculum in an engaging, cross-curricular way, giving our pupils a 
broad and balanced range of enriching learning experiences as they progress through the school.  

Our curriculum is topic-based, with subject-specific content and objectives from the national curriculum threaded together 
into termly topics.  While there is some discrete subject-based teaching, most learning is linked together through the topics 
for each term.  



Class 3 curriculum
Term 1
Rocking through time

Would you prefer to live in the Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age. 
The Stolen Spear. Animals including humans. Prehistoric painting.

Term 2
Dynamic Earth

Why do people live near volcanoes?
Volcanoes and tectonic plates. Forces and magnets. Non-fiction research. 

Term 3
Frozen frontiers

Who lives in Antarctica?
Shackleton’s journey. Race to the Frozen North. Pneumatics. 

Term 4
Walk like an Egyptian

Who were the Ancient Egyptians?
Life and beliefs in Ancient Egypt. Egyptian Myths. Egyptian Scroll. Egyptian collars.

Term 5
Local explorers

Are all settlements the same?
Local area visits. The Hodgeheg. The Secret Garden. Plants.

Term 6
Roaming with the Romans

How hard was it to invade and settle in Britain?
Roman life. The Fatal Fire. Cardboard fort. Stop frame animation. Roman song. 



Timetable
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:45 – 08:55 Registration and 

classroom activity

Registration and 

classroom activity

Registration and 

classroom activity

Registration and 

classroom activity

Registration and 

classroom activity

08:55 – 09:15 Whole School Assembly Whole School Assembly Class Assembly Class Assembly Celebration Assembly

9:15-10:15 English Maths English Maths English

10:30 – 11:30 Art / Technology English Maths English Maths

11:30 – 12:00 Guided Reading Guided Reading RWI Spelling Guided Reading Times Tables

12:55 – 13:15 Register and classroom 

activity

Register and poetry Register and Library Register and classroom 

activity

Register and classroom 

activity

13:15 – 14:00 Maths (Mrs Duck) RE (Mrs Griffiths) Computing French PE

14:00 – 15:00 Science Music (Mrs Griffiths) PE History / Geography PSHE

15:00 – 15:15 Home time tasks Home time tasks Home time tasks Home time tasks Home time tasks



Adults in Class 3

Miss Mackle – Class Teacher

Mrs Griffiths – TA (Mon,
Mrs Duck – TA

Mr Knight – additional support

Miss Mackle will be out of class on Tuesday 
afternoons as well as one lesson on Monday 

afternoons (these sessions are covered by the TAs)

AM PM

MON
Mrs 

Griffiths
Mrs Duck

TUE
Mrs 

Griffiths
Mrs 

Griffiths

WED Mrs Duck

THU
Mrs 

Griffiths

FRI
Mrs 

Griffiths
Mrs Duck



Classroom routines

• Children will continue to wash their hands and sanitise at regular times 
throughout the day. 

• Children will be given the opportunity to eat a healthy snack at break time 
each day (in KS2 children need to bring their own fresh fruit or veg) – please 
check our healthy eating guidance to see what is permitted. 

• We do advise that children bring water into school in their refillable bottles 
rather than squash drinks. 

• Children will be able to change their books regularly – book bands will be re-
assessed and assigned periodically.

• There is no longer a scheduled afternoon break.



Class 3 routines

• Children have their own pack issued by the school to encourage them to 
take responsibility for their stationery items and be prepared for each lesson

• We use the feelings wall for daily check-ins with the children, everyone is 
encouraged to recognise what zone they are in each day and can move their 
name if this changes

• We also have a worry box and wonder wall to allow children to share 
thoughts anonymously or privately if they prefer

• Seats in the classroom are not fixed and new partners may be assigned each 
week, this supports everyone with building good relationships across the 
class

• Guided reading sessions are split into two separate groups, one with Mrs 
Griffiths and one with Miss Mackle



Walk in Wednesday

• These sessions will occur once per term

• It allows you to join your child in the class for the first session of the 
day (08:45 – 09:05)

• Activities could be reading together or linked to our learning

• This is a great opportunity to see your child in their learning 
environment and support them

• Class 3’s fist walk-in will be 4th October



Homework

Every week, the children will be have a times tables test and a spellings test. 
Spellings for the whole term will be sent home in advance. 

Times table practise will be set weekly on TTRS as well as the children being 
given access to this platform within school.

My Maths homework will be set each week on a Monday.

Reading Records need to be in school on Monday or Tuesday and it is 
expected that there will be at least 5 home reading sessions signed by an 
adult each week.

Children will be given the opportunity to show & share any topic based home 
learning or individual achievement on Wednesday during class assembly 
(where possible children should let Miss Mackle know in advance as due to 
timings no more than 3 children may present each week)



Times tables

• This year we are introducing TTRS

• Your children have a unique log in in the 
back of their reading record

• They can access the times tables to 
practise and to complete homework 
assignments

• In Year 3 we start again with 2,5,10 to 
ensure fluency with the digital platform 
before continuing as your individual child 
progresses



• Every child has received a new reading record. By Year 3, 
children should be responsible for filling this in themselves.

• Reading records contain lots of information pages for pupils 
and parents/carers, including: 

• A guide to reading with your child

• Questions to ask your child when reading together

• Vocabulary building 

• Reading rewards

• Behaviour and anti-bullying guidance

• Metacognition and house points

• School uniform

• Multiplication tables

• Kinetic letters

• Packed lunch guidance

• In Class 3, reading records will be checked on Monday or 
Tuesday. Children reading 5 times a week or more will move 
around our reading achievement board.  

• Please ensure your child looks after their reading record. A 
replacement reading record will cost £3.00.  

Reading Records



• Children should read independently 
and/or to an adult for at least 15 
minutes per day. It is really beneficial 
for children to still read aloud to 
someone regularly, irrelevant of their 
book band. 

• Children should be encouraged to fill 
out their own reading record and 
take ownership of it. Reading records 
will be taken in and checked on a 
Monday and Tuesday.

• Children need to read five times or 
more each week.  When they achieve 
this over 10 weeks, they will receive 
a bronze sticker; over 20 weeks, a 
silver sticker; over 30 weeks, a gold 
sticker; and over 40 weeks, an 
individual prize.

Reading at home



Literacy – Reading at home
• Reading can be best supported by encouraging lots of reading at home both 

independently and shared with siblings/ yourselves. 

• Research has shown that becoming a reader has little to do with reading difficult books 
and everything to do with the amount of reading a child does.

• Reading is hard but stories are still appealing. Share the reading, so children only have 
to do half the work. If the reading is too hard but the story is too good, just read it to 
your child. Listening to things being read encourages children to read well.

• Children are never too old to be read to! Reading to/with your child may allow them to 
access texts which they cannot access by themselves yet. These make great talking 
points and help them to develop a love for reading which they may not develop 
otherwise.

• The expectation in Class 3 is that children are involved in reading for at least fifteen 
minutes at home five times a week (every day if possible!).



Reading for pleasure – Library times

• To support reading for pleasure we are loaning out books from the 
school library

• This is separate to your child’s standard colour band reading book 
which you log in the reading record

• You may read to your child or they can enjoy the book independently

• One book will be loaned at a time, new books will not be issued until 
the previous book has been returned

• Class 3’s library session is on a Wednesday – if your child is ready to 
return their book, they must bring it to school on a Wednesday



• Children will receive special stickers for 10, 20 and 30 
weeks to stick into the back page of their records! 

Reading Records



Having a wide vocabulary is an expectation of the National Curriculum for both reading and writing. 

It is really important that children begin to build their vocabulary from a young age.

When reading with your child, encourage them to spot new words – when you/they reach the end of a sentence or paragraph, ask 
them about interesting words:

Encourage them to make a good guess by reading the sentence again – what might the word mean if it is being used in that way?

If they are not sure, you can explain or look together in a dictionary/ using a dictionary app.

Then why not see if you/ they can use the new word over the next few days? 

Build a love of words and language together ☺ 

Do you know what that means? 
What do you think it might mean?
What do you think the word might mean in that sentence? 

Vocabulary building



Behaviour and anti-bullying 
Pupil conduct and behaviour at The Bliss Charity School is very good and the children all get 
along really well with each other the vast majority of the time.  

However, there will be occasions 
when pupils ‘fall out’ and 
someone becomes upset.  

When this happens, it is 
important for both children and 
parents/carers to respond in the 
correct way so that any issues 
are resolved as quickly as 
possible. Please encourage 
children to talk to someone at 
school so their issue can be 
resolved as quickly as possible. 



Handwriting

At The Bliss Charity School, we use the Kinetic 
Letters handwriting scheme. 

Kinetic Letters is a holistic approach to handwriting: 
it combines physical, body-strengthening exercises 
and motor skills preparation with dynamic 
movements for learning letter shapes and sensory 
experiences for memory and recall.  

In Year 3, children will be consolidating basic letter 
formation and sizing then moving on to joining when 
they are ready.



Classroom uniform



PE uniform – Children should come dressed 
ready for PE every Wednesday and Friday



At The Bliss Charity School we support healthy eating and good 
hydration. Both help children to concentrate, learn and to develop 
lifelong healthy habits. 

Our information sheet in the reading record gives guidance on 
packing up a school lunch for your child. “Brilliant Lunchbox Basics” 
tells you what to include daily in your child’s lunchbox and “Lunchbox 
Limits” tells you the foods we are asking not to be
provided.

Our aim is for every child to have a healthy lunch at school, but 
ultimately we hope the children will learn how to select healthy foods 
for themselves.

Time will be given after every break time for children to eat a snack – 
these should be healthy i.e. not include chocolate and be low in 
sugar. Good choices include fresh or dried fruit, vegetables, malt loaf 
or savoury rice cakes. Cereal bars are not great as they tend to be 
very high in sugar.  

Lunchbox 
guidance



Attendance
Children with high attendance 
achieve more. This is because they 
can build on their learning 
progressively.  

Whilst children do sometimes have 
to be off of school because of illness, 
please do not book holidays during 
term-time. Holidays will not be 
authorised. 



“Thinking about thinking” – developing children’s skills and attitudes as learners so they 
can problem solve, be independent and feel equipped to tackle challenges.

Metacognition is about encouraging children to take responsibility for their own learning 
and to become more self-motivated as a result.

All skills and attitudes are displayed in the classroom and will be linked in to lessons.

Children will be given a token when they display a skill or attitude in the classroom, in 
their work or around the school/ in the playground.

10 tokens in total = a certificate in our class assembly; 10 tokens for each individual skill 
or attitude = sticker on their record card which will be presented in our class assembly.

Unfortunately we can’t hold celebration assemblies with parents again yet; however, we 
will hold class celebrations and share achievements via Twitter and Newsletters.

Metacognition



10 of any metacognition = A certificate
3 of the same metacognition = A sticker on their Journey Chart which
They carry throughout their time at Bliss.

Rewards



House points

• House points are awarded for a 
variety of things, including anything 
that matches our RESPECT rules.

• Weekly totals will be announced in 
class assemblies and a trophy 
awarded to the winning house each 
term with a chance to win the house 
shield at the end of the year.

• Every point counts!



Communication

Ways to contact Class 3: 

• Pop along to the classroom at the end of the day 

• Phone the office and they will arrange a time for me to call you back 

• Email the school office

• Any questions please stay to speak with me
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